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Abstract 
Extracurricular activities are those activities designed for preservation of motivation and creation of challenges in the learner in 
order to obtain experience out of school settings and in relation to curriculum subjects.  The range of extracurricular activities 
includes school atmosphere as well as out of school environments. Extracurricular activities are not necessarily designed by the 
teacher but they are considered as a pivotal and basic figure in planning extracurricular activities. 
The implementation of information and communication technologies in curriculum has many advantages. For instance, it can 
provide the possibility of benefitting an eclectic curriculum both for teachers and students. This type of curriculum program, 
rather than indoctrinating a finite and limited knowledge to the students, creates a basis through which the individual potentials of 
students as well as their independence and individual experiences are enhanced and blossomed.   
In this study, the focus has been on the extracurricular activities that can be implemented in the form of information and 
communication technologies in Iranian educational system. Also, some strategic recommendations for enriching the quality of 
extracurricular activities through information and communication technology are provided. 
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1. Introduction 
 Tinio (2003) defines ICT as a “diverse set of technological tools and resources used to communicate, and to 
create, disseminate, store, and manage information.” These technologies include computers, the Internet, 
broadcasting technologies (radio and television), and telephony [1]. ICT is defined as processing knowledge and its 
application in production, process, and transformation of information [2] p.45. IT can also be defined as the process 
of collecting, organizing, saving, broadcasting, and using information in the forms of sound, picture, graphic, text, 
and digit by using computer and other communication tools [3] p.16. Nowadays, ICT plays an important role in 
different fields; one of them which has been affected a lot and has experienced great revolution is the field of 
education. . It is suggested that ICTs can contribute significantly to changes in teaching practices, school innovation, 
and community services. Policymakers and project leaders should think in terms of combinations of input factors 
that can work together to influence impact [4].  ICT is becoming an integral element for educational reforms and 
innovations in current society, and our education is reaching an age of e-education [5]. The increasing profile and 
importance of the use of information and communication technologies (ICTs) in the education sector are visible in 
many developing countries.  In the present era, instruction has turned to become one of the inevitable needs of 
human being. Instruction and increasing skills have turned into important devices to face the complicated world. The 
education system, which is responsible for training new generation, is one of the most rudimentary requirements in 
any civilized society [6]. With the rapid development of modern information technology, computer and networking 
applications have been widely used in various fields, gradually changing people's work, study and life, especially in 
education. Information and communication technology ICT, henceforth, is not only the backbone of the Information 
Society, but also an important catalyst and tool for inducing educational innovation that change the learning style of 
students [7]. Regarding the increase in the evolutions of technology and the speed of expansion of new information, 
students must be instructed by methods that can teach them the analysis of scientific facts so that they would be able 
to produce and organize new knowledge [8]. Technology is changing at a rapid pace and causing more and more 
confusion on how to use it in an effective, integrated manner in schools. The integration of technology should 
contribute to the teaching and learning in the classroom. The computer should be a means for reaching the 
instructional objectives in the classroom. 
On the one hand, what is significant in the modern education is that the emphasis is on making learners active so 
that learning is shaped by them, therefore transformation of information from teacher to student is rejected; the 
teacher is the one who just facilitates learning and students themselves experience and analyze the meaningful and 
noble learning [9]. One of the characteristics of modern education is a special attention that is devoted to activities 
the students do out of classes and schools. These activities are performed with the cooperation of both students and 
teachers, and would result in a rich curriculum and deep learning. Besides, they can arouse the sense of 
responsibility and task centeredness in the students and would help the expansion of learning from school to family 
or society, which are called supplement activities and extracurricular activities. Hence, regarding the valuable role 
and function of the present day schools in designing and performing programs, and also due to the scientific and 
cultural evolutions of the present era, schools should invest more in supplementary and extracurricular activities. 
The present schools should not be the center of passing information and knowledge to the learners’ minds, and 
should not ignore the supplementary and extracurricular activities, since it is necessary that instructions, skills and 
whole  person  developments  of  the  students  will  be  the  main  scales  of  success  or  failure  in  the  assessments  of  
schools. In other words, the criterion of volubility of such programs and activities would be the level of their 
effectiveness and influence in forming the students’ personalities [10].  
1.1. Background
Hossein Poor poori Abadi(2006) investigated the examination of ICT in the leisure times of female students in 
Mashhad. The result of the study revealed that   TV   in comparison to other ICT tools was used more‚ and TV has 
been a main means of amusement. The following tools have been classified from the most widely used to the least, 
respectively: TV‚ computer‚ radio‚ internet, and the private satellite [11]. In another study, Noor (2007) compared 
the leisure time activities of Iranian, American, and Japanese students. The findings showed that in Iran the leisure 
time activities are similar to that the curriculum and do not have important role and lack supplementary materials 
related to the curriculum. These activities did not follow the goals of curriculum [12].  
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There is a question and it is how could it be possible to develop the students’ world by ICT? Is it possible to 
enrich the curriculum and extracurricular activities and develop students’ learning by ICT? Could we make any link 
between ICT and curriculum and extracurricular activities? 
2. Results 
2.1. Modern education and ICT 
In an environment where there is limited access to media, computers and other technology, either by regulation or 
the situation of facilities, learners and teachers are less likely to engage with information technology and other 
media. However, where access to media and technology through libraries and resources and computing center is 
encouraged, there is a greater likelihood for success with an innovation like CALL [13].
If we do not intend to bring about our students as the deposits of knowledge and information, it is necessary, 
from the very beginning of their life to teach them to discover the environment and help them to feel the taste of 
success in team working and cooperation. This condition would be provided and gaps would be filled only if 
schools could improve their instructional systems, and could enhance the skills of life in the content of 
curriculum and extracurricular activities [14] p.5. IT provides different sources for learners; they would be 
accessible by clicking on them. IT in the form of Multimedia helps students and teachers to be familiar with 
appropriate curriculum in the class. Digital libraries, group projects (out of class), and access to virtual 
knowledge and skills can make the contents richer, and increase the motivation for leaning more. One of the 
main outcomes of using IT in the education system is the fact that IT makes learner responsible for learning. 
Besides, it provides opportunities for more interactions between students themselves and educational experts. IT 
helps teachers to share the new knowledge and learning [15] p.26. John Daniel, the vice-president of UNESCO 
in educational affairs, in the introduction of the book entitled “ICT and Education” writes: “ICT has turned to be 
one of the main modern constituents. i.e. lots of countries, beyond reading, writing and accounting have 
perceived ICT, and its basic concepts as the  core notion in education”[16] p.13.  Education should choose the 
following approaches in the realm of ICT:  
1- Education should emphasize critical thinking, communication, and problem solving and also it should not be 
limited            to the transformation of knowledge; instead it should prepare students to face new problems. 
 2- Education should train global citizens; the future citizens who are not only cautious of their own history,
culture, and language, but also they need an extensive knowledge of world and the multiplicity of cultures and 
people.         
3- Education should make an attempt to reinforce the spirit of cooperation and establish this spirit in industries, 
businesses, governments, organizations, and also instructional institutes’ money; hence education should not just 
be limited to knowledge [17] p.55.  
2.2.The impact  of ICT on Curriculum 
    In the report of Velrz assembly to UNESCO, it had been recommended that the Curriculum should be modified 
in all different levels of education and learning should be set for knowing, being, and working and for living 
together. These guidelines specify that learners, nowadays whether young or old, intend to spend their life in the
age of technology, however the Curriculum should consider the following points: 
-Enabling the students to solve problems.                         
- Enabling the students to be in touch with the world and achieve global development. 
-Providing the ability for group works, cooperation and relationship to different cultures and development of 
global consolidation and sympathy.  
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-The ability to recognize problems that students need to learn or the ones that have productivity [18]. Social and 
political developments have continuously contributed to ideas about the components and definitions of 
curriculum. At the turn of the century Franklin Bobbit constructed his definition of curriculum on the basis of 
objectives based on adult work life [19]. Curriculum can be the direct program of instruction. The 
implementation of ICT in the Curriculum has many advantages. It can provide the possibility of benefitting an 
eclectic curriculum both for teachers and students. This type of curriculum program, rather than indoctrinating a 
finite and limited knowledge to students, creates a basis through which the individual potentials of students as 
well as their independent and individual experiences are enhanced and blossomed [20].  Some scholars believe 
that education nowadays is based on the following elements: book, classroom and the Curriculum, which can 
eliminate the experience. Teacher dominates the whole things and book is the main source of knowledge, and the 
Curriculum is bound to the school policies. IT however has challenged the aforementioned atmosphere, and it has 
also questioned the hypotheses, the written texts and teachers as well. Accordingly, there are some means for 
education which are different in the contemporary education. In this sense, the learners do not just explain the 
meanings, but they share in the creation of the meanings. The emphasis is on making meaning rather than 
accepting the formal knowledge.  By the emergence of IT and its means in education, long term and independent 
learning is encouraged. The above potentials provide an opportunity of knowledge formation by the learners 
themselves. All the cases provide much more chances for education, "learner cantered", they emphasize on 
learning rather than instruction, and on trainer not as a knowledge transformer but as the creator of learning 
environment. The goal of education is not an outside, imposed goal, and the classes are not set up in the limited 
places; instead the classes are everywhere, every time [21]. Nowadays‚ there are some new viewpoints regarding 
this‚ and it is said that if some of the instructional goals are not met out of schools‚ they would never be achieved 
in classes as well. These goals are justified by giving extensive and creative homework in the forms of 
supplementary activities and extracurricular programs. The students experience and test the knowledge which 
they have learnt in practice. They perceive the function of knowledge and become interested in them. If these 
activities are chosen with care and out of imposition, they can help learners to increase their basic skills in the 
social and individual life. The relations between the outside facts and the individual’s needs would be provided 
by supplementary and extracurricular activities and as a result, it leads to success in different careers [22] p.135.
The extracurricular activities can compensate curriculum deficiencies. In this sense‚ students participate in those 
tasks which are not possible in the formal time‚ such as learning a foreign language by showing films from the 
people of the other cultures or forming  artistic group works[23] p.131.  
2.3.Reexamination of Curriculum content 
    The fact is that Iran’s curriculum should be reformed; certainly without considering the environmental 
changes and local and global evolutions, especially within recent decades, it would not be possible to move 
along with the expectations of the community and the world.  The curriculum system can justify the substructure 
of instructional plans in Education These objectives can lead to human’s development in the society; hence re-
examination of lesson plans are very important for teenagers and young people in the 21st century‚ in this sense‚ 
the content makes students capable to get the skills of life. One of the main factors in the re-examination of the 
curriculum can be the re-examination  of  the  curriculum  of  teaching  English.  The  main  goal  of  it  can  be  the  
extension of teaching English to the whole regions in the country [24] p.97. The  results  of  a  study
(Samarbakhsh‚2002) show that the reorganization  of  the  curriculum  in  Iran  can  be  taken  into  account  as  the  
most important stage as a response to IT revolutions. It does not mean that we set a special curriculum‚ but it 
means redesigning the curriculum which can be implemented in the learning-teaching processes of IT. In this 
sense‚ the curriculum should make technology a suitable means for learning [25].  
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